
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 ‘THE HEARTBREAK KID’  

‘SUPER-HOT’  

 ‘PUBLIC ENEMY’  

 ‘KAMIKAZE’  

 ‘HEAVY METAL’  

 ‘HOT ROD’  

 ‘TRIPLE THREAT’  

‘HACKSAW’  

 ‘JACK-KNIFE’  

‘LETHAL’  

‘THE ANVIL’  

‘THE MANIMAL’  

‘DADDY’  

‘PHILTHY’  

‘BAM BAM’  

‘THE RAVAGER’  

‘JACK O’ DIAMONDS’  

‘RIPCORD’  

‘LAVISH’  

‘HOWLIN’  

 

‘THE MANIAC’





































 
i Roland Barthes, trans. Richard Howard & Annette Lavers, ‘In the Ring’ in Mythologies, 2012, p.3, Hill and Wang, New York.  
ii Barthes, 3-4. 
iii In a conversation with WrestleMANIA artist Bruce Reynolds some years ago, we both discovered a remarkable parallel in our own 

experiences with wrestling on television, used as a kind of filler to spend the final minutes of airtime on Channel Nine’s Wide World of Sports 
program, which for years was broadcast on Sunday mornings. In the days before pay television (let alone the internet) had reached Australia, 
this or a trip to the video shop was the only way of seeing wrestling, at least in suburban Townsville. Being a generation apart, we found this a 
remarkable constant, a reminder of how radically the media landscape has been changing since the 1990s. This conversation perhaps began 
the line of thought that would eventually culminate in this exhibition.  
iv Barthes, 3-4. 
vBiographer John Capouya makes a compelling argument for Gorgeous George being the first truly international star of television in Gorgeous 
George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy Wrestler Who Created American Pop Culture (2008, HarperCollins). 
vi Hunter BraithWaite, ‘So Many Ways To Hurt You’ in Orange Crush: the Journal of Art & Wrestling, Winter 2022, Vol 3, p.7. 
vii Eric Shorey, ‘Wrestling Beyond Gender’ in Orange Crush: the Journal of Art & Wrestling, Spring 2020, Vol 1, p.21. 
viii Ibid., 21. 
ix Lita was a total badass.  
x Shorey, 21. 
xi Music videos are, of course, no stranger to wrestling, with wrestler and manage Captain Lou Albano appearing prominently in Cyndi Lauper’s 
‘Girls Just Wanna Have Fun’ music video in 1983, and the Ultimate Warrior wrestling with Phil Collins in one of the music videos for ‘two 
hearts’ in 1990, Collins decked out in full wrestling regalia. 
xii Susan Sontag, ‘Notes on Camp’ in Against Interpretation and Other Essays, Penguin, London, 2009, p. 283. 
xiii Ibid., 275. 













 


	Essay Final 2.0
	Artists Works 2.0

